HISTORY OF WINEMAKING IN THE WALLA WALLA VALLEY
Currently, over 100 Walla Walla Valley Wineries and more than 1,600 acres of Walla Walla Valley grapes contribute to the consistent growth in national and international acclaim of wines from the region.

The region is most well known for its red wines, particularly Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah. There are also smaller quantities of Sangiovese and Cabernet Franc, and other varieties gaining popularity such as Grenache, Malbec, Petit Verdot and Tempranillo. The white wines of the region are also beginning to gain notoriety; including Chardonnay, Riesling, Viognier, Semillon, Gewurztraminer, Pinot Gris and Sauvignon Blanc.
Grape growing in the Walla Walla Valley can be traced back to the late 1850’s when Italian immigrants who settled in the area began to cultivate vines. The making of homemade wines soon followed. Production of wines on a commercial basis started in the 1950’s, when Blue Mountain Vineyards on the Oregon side of the Appellation opened Walla Walla’s first post-Prohibition winery. 

In the 1970’s, the pioneers of today’s wine industry began seeing the Walla Walla Valley, with its long history of agriculture, wine-making heritage, moderate climate, and interesting terrain and soil, as an ideal place to grow vines and make wine on a commercial scale.

Growth in the emerging industry was slow, and by 1990, with the addition of Patrick M. Paul Vineyards and Seven Hills Winery, there were only six wineries. The Valley’s grape acreage grew slowly as well, reaching 100 acres at the time. Though the total collective production of wine remained small, the quality stood out and garnered attention to the area. As knowledge of the Appellation spread beyond the Northwest, people started noticing the Walla Walla community as well. This led to the establishment of more wineries, and the planting of more vines.

THE 
CLIMATE AND GEOLOGY OF 
THE WALLA WALLA VALLEY
The Walla Walla Valley’s remarkable geological history has helped to shape a highly complex and varied terroir. The story begins 15 million years ago when the region experienced a series of colossal lava flows. This lava slowly cooled and eventually hardened into the basalt bedrock that covers much of eastern Washington and northeastern Oregon. Between 12,000 and 15,000 years ago- just yesterday in geological time- the Walla Walla Valley and the surrounding areas were inundated by cataclysmic floods. The floods were the result of glaciers moving south from Canada that stopped at the Clark Fork River in the Idaho Panhandle. This gigantic piece of ice formed a natural dam which created glacial Lake Missoula. The water behind the glacial dam slowly gathered until the volume was sufficient to float the ice dam and allow the huge reservoir of water that had built up to rush out and flow southward.  This process repeated itself many times over a three-thousand year period. 

These floods deposited much of the well-drained sand and silt that currently forms the soil of the Walla Walla Valley American Viticulture Area (AVA). These remaining sediments are rich in minerals such as quartz and micah that were derived from granite bedrock hundreds of miles away. Even though the Missoula floods only reached elevations of 1,200 feet, winds following the floods swept the deposited silts known as “loess” onto the surrounding hills. After the floods, ash from the eruptions of Cascade Range volcanoes was deposited throughout the region, further adding to the complexity of the Valley’s soil. 

In addition to the eclectic combination of soils that coat the Valley, the Walla Walla Valley AVA’s climate creates optimal conditions for viticulture. The arid climate ensures that viticulturists are able to precisely control the amount of water given to grapes using irrigation techniques. Located on latitude 46°, the Valley straddles the line between the Burgundy and Bordeaux regions of France. The long, hot summer days and short, cool nights around latitude 46° produces a perfect balance of sugars and acidity in the grapes. Additionally, this high latitude means that once autumn arrives, the weather cools quickly and the hours of daily sunshine diminishes rapidly. As a result, the grapes are able to remain on the vine weeks after they usually must be harvested in other regions. This extra time on the vine allows the flavors within each grape to intensify and gain even more layers of subtly.

The Walla Walla Valley AVA has a truly unique terroir. The influences of a dramatic geological history, and an ideal climate, have combined to set the stage for our Valley’s winemakers to produce award-winning, world-class wines.
     THE WALLA WALLA VALLEY REGION
Walla Walla residents are closely linked to the natural environment surrounding them. Walla Walla’s agricultural ties run deep, and crops ranging from apples, asparagus and the famous Walla Walla onion populate the region. The area offers numerous outdoor recreation opportunities at the rivers and lakes, and hiking, cycling and skiing in the Blue Mountains. The single largest wind farm in the United States- The Stateline Wind Energy Center- lies southwest of Walla Walla on the Washington-Oregon border. Through VINEA- The Winegrowers’ Sustainable Trust- local growers and vintners are working together to minimize their impact on the environment using sustainable, organic and biodynamic growing and winemaking processes. There is a commitment throughout the Valley to conserve our natural resources and ensure that generations to come will be able to farm and prosper here. 
Walla Walla, meaning “many waters,” lies in the foothills of the Blue Mountains in the Southeastern corner of Washington State. The many rivers and streams flowing down from the mountains provide irrigation for the numerous crops grown in the region. In addition, a beautiful landscape is carved out in the Valley. Closely linked with farming, the Walla Walla Valley boasts over 1,600 acres of grapes growing amidst fruit orchards and wheat fields. Over 100 wineries have chosen to call this valley “home,” and present their wines in unique tasting rooms across the region.
In the heart of this winegrowing region is historic downtown Walla Walla, a welcoming and award-winning place complete with upscale restaurants, boutique shops, cafes, and tasting rooms. It is home to a rich and diverse arts scene, exemplified by the public sculptures, art studios, galleries, theatres, the world-renowned Walla Walla Foundry, and the longest continuously running symphony west of the Mississippi River.

Beyond downtown, visitors will find beautifully kept historic homes in residential neighborhoods around town. These homes date back to the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, when Walla Walla was the biggest town in the Columbia Basin. Our charming community was almost named Washington’s capital during this time. Always close at hand are beautiful golf courses, and expansive city parks. Historical attractions, such as Fort Walla Walla Museum and the Whitman Mission, tell the rich Native American and pioneer history of the area. 
Walla Walla is home to Whitman College and Walla Walla University, as well as Walla Walla Community College’s Center for Enology and Viticulture, which offers cutting edge instruction in viticulture, enology and wine marketing for students passionate about careers in the wine industry.
